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Proactive release of Official Information 

Sport New Zealand is proactively releasing the attached information in line with its commitment to Open 
Government.   

Background 

A request was made for the following information under the Official Information Act 1982: 

‘The KPMG report commissioned by the Minister for Sport and Recreation Hon Grant Robertson, 
and led by Sport New Zealand, into the impacts the Covid-19 lockdown and delaying the return to 
sport will have on sport clubs and participation in sport. 

All correspondence related to the KPMG report between Hon Grant Robertson and Sport NZ.’ 

The following information was provided to the requestor: 

• Briefing from Sport NZ to the Minister for Sport and Recreation dated 24 April 2020, ‘Covid-19 
related Budget bids: Recovery Package and Water Safety’;  

• Briefing from Sport NZ to the Minister for Sport and Recreation dated 17 April 2020, ‘Recovery 
Package for the play, active recreation and sport system’; and 

• Extracts from Covid-19 daily and weekly emails to the Minister for Sport and Recreation regarding 
the KPMG report. 

Information was withheld from these documents under section 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural 
persons. 

A summary of the KPMG report has already been released separately on Sport New Zealand’s website and 
can be found here.  

https://sportnz.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Sport-NZ-COVID-19-Financial-Impact-Analysis-Summary.pdf
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Appendix One: Extracts Covid 19 Daily and Weekly emails to the Minister for Sport 
and Recreation 

Your request asked for correspondence between the Minister for Sport and Recreation and 
Sport NZ regarding the KPMG report.  This work was undertaken by Sport NZ as the Crown 
Agency responsible for Sport and Recreation in New Zealand.   

As such I received a number of communications in reference to the development of the 
KPMG report in weekly updates and briefings.  Below are the extracts from draft letters, 
updates and briefings: 

20-03-13 Sport NZ COVID-19 daily update to the Minister for Sport and Recreation
13 March 2020 [EMAIL]

Work is underway to look at an operational readiness and scenario planning workshop / 
webinar for the sector to access, run by KPMG. In addition, template / best practice 
guidelines for business continuity and pandemic plans are intended to be available on the 
Sport NZ website for the sector to customise for their own organisation / activity. 

20-03-17 Sport NZ COVID-19 daily update to the Minister for Sport and Recreation
17 March 2020 [Email]

Sport NZ has contracted KPMG to assess the financial implications of COVID-19 on the 
sports sector. This work has commenced and the first phase covers those sports 
immediately impacted by travel restrictions and international sport cancellations. 

Extract from draft Letter to Netball NZ sent by Sport NZ to Minister’s office 
30 March 2020 [draft letter]  

I am pleased to hear that you are working with KPMG and Sport NZ to provide them with 
information about the financial impact on netball. 

20-04-03 Sport NZ COVID-19 Weekly update to the Minister for Sport and Recreation
3 April 2020 [Email]

We are continuing to work with KPMG and the sector to identify immediate financial impacts 
and will work with MCH and the Treasury to prepare a recovery package for the sector for 
consideration in the Budget 2020 process. We expect to seek your feedback on this within 
the next 2 weeks. 

Briefing for Macroeconomic Group of Ministers: Resetting and Revitalising the play, 
active recreation and sport system in New Zealand 1 May 2020 [briefing]  

Sport NZ also commissioned KPMG to work directly with sport and recreation organisations 
across New Zealand to analyse the financial impact of Covid-19.  

Aide memoire: Immediate impact on the Sport and Recreation Sector 27 March 2020 
[Aide memoire]  

Sport NZ has commissioned KPMG to undertake some financial analysis to determine the 
financial impact on our sector.  In the first instance, they will focus on the NSOs that have 
been identified as most affected by the cancelling of international, national and pro-league 
events.  Particularly in relation to loss of broadcasting and ticket sales, sponsorships and 
sport betting revenues.  The second phase will be to look more broadly at the wider sector.  
This work will support Sport NZ to develop a recovery package for the play, active recreation 
and sport sector. 
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Overview of Sport NZ and HPSNZ response to Covid-19 and proposed funding 
streams 9 April 2020 [Briefing] 

Sport NZ have separately commissioned KPMG to assess the financial impact of Covid-19 
on the New Zealand play, active recreation and sport system. As part of this work, KPMG 
are gathering information from some of the Professional Clubs listed above. Sport NZ will 
ensure all information provided by KPMG relating to the Professional Clubs in scope of this 
project will be provided to Steve and will put Steve in direct contact with KPMG so he can 
follow up directly with any questions or clarifications. 
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