Evolving Crown-Maori partnership

As Aotearoa New Zealand becomes more supportive of a bi-cultural nation the Crown-Maori relationship is maturing too. Though not without mistakes and disputes. The focus is shifting beyond Treaty
settlements and righting wrongs, to enabling Maori to have greater self-determination, governance and kaitiakitanga (guardianship) roles. The Crown-Maori partnership is contentious, and trust across society
still needs to be built.

Potential implications

What we're seeing

Te Tiriti o Waitangi

The concept of partnership associated with
the Treaty of Waitangi/ Te Tiriti o Waitangi has
a long contentious history. There are different
views on what a Crown Maori partnership
should look like, orif one should even exist.

Treaty Settlements

Since the 1980's a key focus of the Crown has
been on Treaty Settlements. These lead to
financial and non-financial compensations,
along with formal apologies from the Crown.
They have contributed to a strong and
diversifying Maori economy, which provides iwi
and hapt with more influence inside and
outside of government. Settlements, though,
are lengthy contractual processes. The Crown
often decides what recommendations from
the Waitangi Tribunal to accept.! The 2017
Wakatd Supreme Court decision opens the
possibility of pre-Treaty settlementsas well.2

Collaboration is still awork in

progress

Treaty settlements also set the expectations
of collaborative development of plans and
priorities between Crown agencies and iwi.
However, a whole of government approachwas
often lacking, and independent reviews found
agencies can still do better in honouring Te
Tiriti. 3% The failure of the Crown to properly
consult on foreshore and seabed legislation in
2004, and on establishing a marine reserve
around the Kermadec's in 2015, have illustrated
the lack of partnership.!

Signsof change

More recent developments indicate that the
Crown’s approach is still evolving. The Te Awa
Tupua (Whanganui River Claims Settlement)
Act provided legal personhood status to the
river, with co-management by the Crown and
iwi.> The creation of Te Aka Whai Ora is
intended to provide Maori with greater control
over their health care.®

A new agency, but trust needs
to be built

The newly established Maori Crown Relations:
Te Arawhiti (The Office for Maori Crown
Relations) is seen as a new approach to how
the Crown engages and partners with iwi.”
However, centuries of broken promises, and
on-going inequalities for Maori, have eroded
trust in government.! But others oppose what
they see as decisions that give Maori
unelected decision making authority over
other New Zealanders. They dispute that the
concept of partnership is a Treaty issue. 8
While this is a minority view, at present, it
could become more divisive if the benefits of
Crown Maori partnerships are not well
described.

A futurerepublic?

Within the next few decades, it is probable
that New Zealand becomesa republic. This is
likely to be contentious for both Maori and
Pakeha. It will also mean that the relationship
between Maoriand Pakeha will have to change,
and including the development of a
constitution that has Te Tiritiatits centre.®
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Create

* Development of a real bi-cultural society
* Athriving, more equal Aotearoa

Relate

* Improving trust and collaboration between Crown and Maori
* By Maori for Maori approaches becoming the norm

Consume

* Maori-based products and services part of business as usual

Degrade

* Risk of increasing anti-Maori sentiment
e Crown’s ability to dictate agreements with iwi declining

Connect

* Partnership driven by opportunities not solely from addressing grievances

* Engagement due to “want to” rather than “have to”

Define

* Aotearoa as a post-colonial nation
*  What does real partnership look like?



https://chapmantripp.com/media/j1slpr3f/te-ao-maori-2017-english.pdf
https://www.wakatu.org/news-stories/2021/2/20/focus-on-the-ongoing-mahi-led-by-rore-stafford-to-return-the-nelson-tenths
https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2022-media-releases/report-recommends-changes-to-doc-treaty-implementation/
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/ideasroom/an-opportunity-for-maori-and-the-crown-to-reconcile
https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/features/innovative-bill-protects-whanganui-river-with-legal-personhood/
https://www.futureofhealth.govt.nz/maori-health-authority/
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/ideasroom/te-arawhiti-a-game-changer
https://www.hobsonspledge.nz/what_partnership
https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/news/2018/04/19/what-nz-republic-might-look-like.html

