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Sport NZ's Rural Travel Fund (RTF) helps lower travel barriers for rural sport clubs and school teams where players aged
between 5 and 19 years require subsidies to assist with transport expenses to local sporting competitions. The RTF is
distributed via the 35 smallest (by population) Territorial Authorities.

Total investment into the RTF since its inception in 2003 totals $8,549,656. This includes an additional one-off investment,
provided through Covid Recovery funding, of $304,110 distributed over two years in 2022-23 and 2023-24 to assist with
higher transport costs. In 2023-24 requests for funding totalled $1,474,507.
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Demographics

10,561 primary school aged
5,945 secondary school aged

Involvement via sport clubs = 252

Diversity & Inclusion Data

Involvement via schools =178

4,392 primary school aged
12,149 secondary school aged
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13,365 ﬂ

female
participants

18,196 0
male
participants

215

disabled individuals explicitly identified

as receiving support from the RTF.

Based on Rural Travel Fund council annual reporting where school listed as the applicant.
Calculations are based on the on 2024 school roll demographic data.

Participation Data (Schools Data Only)

Overall, consistent numbers with the previous year, were impacted by the Rural Travel Fund.

Participation by Ethnicity Investment by Ethnicity
2022 2023 2024 2022 2023 2024
European 7,672 8,326 7,569 European $120,333  $132,528  $120,295
Maori 6,324 6,951 6,081 Maori $120,922 $133,934 $115,669
Pacific 375 444 469 Pacific $6,073 $7.857 $8,641
Asian 560 757 943 Asian $9141 $10,847 $14,277
Based on Rural Travel Fund data where a school is listed as the applicant.
Calculation of demographic is based on the 2024 school roll demographic data.
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