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1. Why has Sport NZ created this simplified constitution template?
Sport NZ created this template to help clubs re-register on time under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022, especially where time or capacity is limited.
With the 5 April 2026 deadline approaching, some clubs are concerned they may not have enough time to develop a fully customised constitution. This simplified template provides:
· a fully compliant option that meets all legal requirements for re-registration
· a quick, straightforward starting point for clubs with simple structures
· reassurance that clubs can re-register now and make further refinements later if needed.
The template is designed to reduce pressure and risk, while still supporting good governance practice. Sport NZ continues to encourage all clubs to work with their regional or national organisation when developing or reviewing their constitution.
2. Does this simplified template meet the requirements of the Incorporated Societies Act 2022?
Yes. If you fully complete Part 1 of the template, then together with Part 2 of the template, it includes all the clauses the law requires for re-registration under the Incorporated Societies Act 2022. This means you can use it to re-register your club before the 5 April 2026 deadline.
3. Is this template suitable for all clubs?
This template is designed for clubs with simple structures that want a compliant constitution quickly. Clubs with more complex arrangements (for example, multiple classes of membership or complex voting rights) may still prefer a more customised constitution.
4. What should we be aware of if we use this template?
You will need to fully complete Part 1. 
This template uses a standard constitution in Part 2. That makes it quicker and easier to use, but it also means:
· there is less flexibility than a fully customised constitution, and
· it reflects standard good practice governance (for example, the chair does not have a casting vote).
You should read the full document carefully to check it reflects how your club actually operates and that you understand the governance and legal responsibilities it sets out. 
If you need to add additional clauses or something does not work for your club, you can customise those details in the last clause of Part 1 of the template. Carefully check that it does not contradict any other clause in Part 2.
5. Do we need legal advice if we use this template?
Sport NZ cannot provide legal advice or review individual constitutions. If you are unsure about your obligations or want tailored advice, we recommend you seek independent legal advice.
6. Can we still work with our regional sport organisation or national sport organisation if we use this template?
Yes. You should let your RSO and NSO know where you are at in the re-registration process. They may have people who can assist if you need help. 
You may also want to reach out to your Regional Sport Trust (RST), as they may also have people who can help. 
7. We’ve already started using the longer, customisable template available on the Sport NZ website – should we change?
You do not have to change. All Sport NZ templates include the mandatory clauses needed for re-registration.
This simplified template is an option if you are concerned about time or want a straightforward approach. If you do decide to switch, we strongly encourage you to let your regional or national organisation know how you are tracking and to keep working with them as you finalise your constitution.
8. What if we want to make changes to our constitution after we’ve re‑registered?
That’s okay. Constitutions should be reviewed from time to time to make sure they are still fit for purpose. The constitution templates include a clause that explains how changes can be made, including the approval process you must follow.
9. Can we move to a more customised constitution later?
Yes. Using this simplified template now does not lock you in forever. Once re-registered, you can follow the amendment process in your constitution to make further changes when you have more time.
10. What happens if we don’t re-register by 5 April 2026?
If a club does not re-register by the deadline, it may:
· lose its legal status as an incorporated society
· have bank accounts frozen
· be unable to enter into contracts or receive funding
Re-registering on time helps protect your club, volunteers and activities.
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